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DeLaval’s patented Swinging Cow 
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herd’s behaviours, productivity  
and welfare.

TURNING 
GRASS 

INTO 
MILK

PAGE 4PAGE 4

New DairyNZ chief executive 
Campbell Parker says turning 

grass into milk has been part of 
our industry’s global competitive 

advantage and we must continue to 
push on that.
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Shade cloth keeps birds away

UNTIL RECENTLY Ingel-
wood farmer Nigel King’s 
75-metre maize stack 
looked like an aviary 
and he was losing qual-
ity feed.

Led by pukekos, birds 
were feasting on the 
maize silage, stored on 
farm as supplementary 
feed for his 540 cows.

King says that with 
their long beaks, puke-
kos pecked large holes 
on the plastic cover to 
access maize silage: this 
allowed water to seep in 
and damage the feed.

“For the past two to 
three years I was losing 
silage, it’s hard to quan-
tify how much,” he told 
Dairy News.

“The silage was 
mouldy because water 
seeped in through the 
holes and the cows didn’t 

like it.
“There was also wast-

age because the birds 
took out silage from the 
holes and left them all 
over the place.”

King looked at his 
options; poison was ruled 
out because it would have 
killed not only pukekos 
but the other birds.

“And, I don’t like 
doing that,” he says.

He has a gun, used for 
shooting ducks, but that 
didn’t work because the 
pukekos “kept coming 
back”.

“It was like an aviary 
out there; the pukekos 
pecked these large holes 
and other birds joined 
the feasting.”

But things changed 
overnight. About four 
months ago, he bought 
CoverTex shade cloth, 
which goes on top of the 
plastic cover on the silage 
stack. King says he keeps 
some tyres in between 

the two layers for sepa-
ration and this makes it 
almost impossible for 
a persistent pukeko to 
reach the plastic beneath.

While placing tyres on 
the silage plastic first is 
not essential, it has the 
effect of suspending the 

CoverTex above the plas-
tic making. While still 
easier than covering the 
entire plastic stack with 
tyres, this method uses 
slightly more tyres than 
placing the CoverTex 
directly over the plastic.

The birds have disap-

peared.
“We have not seen a 

single bird on the stack 
since the day CoverTex 
went up,” he says.

“The pukekos haven’t 
come back. Either they 
found that that their abil-
ity to peck holes has been 

eliminated or they don’t 
like the texture and walk-
ing on the material.” 

CoverTex, a heavy-
duty knitted shade cloth, 
is fabricated in the Cosio 
Industries warehouse in 
Auckland: manufactured 
in segments makes it 

easier to handle.
Gravel bags - from 

Cosio Industries- are 
then used to ballast the 
CoverTex at the over-
laps between segments 
and around the perime-
ter. The CoverTex cover 
holds down the silage 
cover. While this method 
eliminates the use of 
tyres altogether, tyres 
already on the farm could 
be used for the ballast in 
place of the gravel sau-
sages. The gravel bags are 
filled on site with pebbles 
or pea metal and cable 
tied closed. They have 
user-friendly handles 
which make them easy 
to shift. When filled they 
can hold up to 13kg of 
ballast, they do not hold 
water which makes them 
easy to manage and com-
pact to store.

Cosio says packing 
them away is like stacking 
potato bags on a pallet to 
store when not in use.
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CoverTex, a heavy-duty knitted shade cloth, is fabricated in the 
Cosio Industries warehouse in Auckland.

Actively working in the North Island 
from our new Hamilton base

Measure Monitor Manage
Your Farm Water Data With:

To Give A
‘Better Use Of Water’
We connect your data to give 
a real basis to use water

•  Correct irrigation

•  Tank and pond levels

•  Soil moisture

• Climate station

Clients use us because
•  Good Value... cost effective data

•  Easy setup and easy to use

•  Uncomplicated presentation giving simple farm 
management decisions

•  Saves staff time

•  We have nationwide service and backup

•  We are well established being the leading provider of 
water measuring systems

•  Reliable leading global equipment

•  Industry expertise designed for and by agri people

Talk to us about: Water metres ❙ Soil Moisture ❙ Rainfall and Climate ❙  Tank and Pond Level ❙ Clean water

0800 4937626 sales @watermetrics.co.nz watermetrics.co.nz

•  Tailored Presentation

•  Real Time Data

•  Action Alerts

•  Mobile Friendly

•  Environmental reporting

•  Meter Verification

•  Blue Tick accreditation

•  Clean water setup


